Your Name: _______________________

Erin Brockovich and Civil Law

There are several references to the legal process throughout this movie.  Many you have learned about in class, while others, you have to deduce meaning using context clues.  Remember, in the movies, the directors understand the “average” person may not understand the law…so many clues visually and verbally are given.   Use these to answer the questions below.  

1. Would Erin’s first court case at the opening of the movie be considered property, tort, family, or estate?  Justify your answer by telling me how you know this.

2. After seeing Erin lose this case, explain why this scene is a great example of why people should “plead the 5th”.  Use the term “self incriminate” in your answer.
3. How do you know the case against PG&E (Pacific Gas and Electric) is a civil case and not a criminal one?  ______________  Give 2 detailed clues throughout the movie that support your answer.
4. Why is it curious to Erin to realize that medical records of the residents are mixed in with the real estate offers given to the residents of Hinkley from PG&E?  (what might this be evidence of?)
5. What part of the local government is the water board Erin visits for evidence located in? (county or municipal?)  _____ ____________ Why is the water supply controlled and managed by this level of the government?  Explain.
6. Why do Erin and Ed need to get as many of the past and present residents of Hinkley to sign on to the lawsuit as possible? 
7. Ed says they hope to win “punitive damages”.   What is the purpose of punitive damages and what does that mean?  (think about what verb “punitive” probably comes from to form your answer)
8. At one point, Erin and Ed meet in front of a judge to address the many demurrers the PG&E lawyers request.  Using context clues, what do you think a demurrer is?
9. Ed says the best chance for winning is in binding arbitration.  What does this mean?  You know what arbitration means…use vocabulary clues to figure out “binding”.

10. Why do so many of the plaintiffs NOT want to agree to arbitration?  (hint: what is it about telling your story in front of a jury that is so appealing to plaintiffs and/or defendants?)
11. Ed says he is working “pro bono” on this case. What do you think this means?___________________________________________ What incentives does Ed have to working on this case “pro bono”?  Describe 1 thing that many be acting as an incentive for him:
12. Summarize the ending in this in one or two complete sentences.   Use the following words in your summary (trial, settlement, lawsuit)

Erin Brockovich and Economic Choices
1. Below list some of the dilemmas that Erin faces and how she responds to them.  
	Erin’s Dilemmas
	Erin’s Choices

	Example: how is she going to earn money to raise her kids?

	She interviews for jobs tirelessly and will take pretty much any job she is offered.


2. Below list some of the dilemmas that Ed faces with regards to his work choices and how he responds to them.

	Ed’s Dilemmas
	Ed’s Choices

	
	


